
 

February 4, 2025 

Trenton Shutter 

Project Engineer 

Chippewa County, WI 

Re: SSS plan: amending the existing NMRP dated 2/17/12 and 12/21/12 

From: Patricia J. Popple 

561 Summit Avenue, Chippewa Falls, WI  54729   715-723-6398  sunnyday5@charter.net 

 

The proposed amendment to using mud pond fines in reclamation by replacing it with a 
plan for capping the mud ponds is insufficient to meet the safe water quality standards 
required in the state of Wisconsin.  

To dewater the mud ponds is inadequate to protect the water that then flows into Trout 
Creek and then eventually into the Red Cedar drainage system in Dunn County which 
provides water to a large number of citizens, farm animals and other life-forms living in 
Dunn Country.  

When heavy metals were found in the frac sand mining formations (due to the leaching out 
of metals from those formations particularly when they contained sulfides and were of the 
Tunnel City Formation), the DNR asked Chippewa County Land Conservation Officials to 
either install a 1 foot clay liner before the construction of the “mud pond” or a plastic liner. 
Clay did not seem to be a solution because of the lack of available sources so Bruce Brown 
came up with a 50/50 solution consisting of silt and clay. Obviously, that did not work, and 
the problem exists today. Isn’t it better to remove the 50/50 mix and take it to a landfill that 
is certified to handle soils filled with heavy metals as well as chemicals originally mixed 
with the silica in order to clean and process it and ready it for transport? What is being 
recommended here is an alternative that is NOT acceptable to the citizens impacted in 
Chippewa County; it is also not a satisfactory solution to the people who live in Dunn 
County. What is in those “mud ponds” is industrial sludge or waste containing heavy 
metals, toxins, and chemicals that should never come into contact with ground water or 
drinking water!!! 

In a letter written by Roberta Walls in May of 2020 to Dan Masterpole as well as Ryan 
Leverson, plant manager of SSS, it was recommended that further work must be done 
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because of the existence of heavy metals in the monitoring wells that may have not been 
carefully placed as well as the practices used by SSS to dump the INDUSTRIAL WASTE or 
SLUDGE accumulated from the washing process into the so called “mud ponds”, it is 
inappropriate  to demonstrate acceptable reclamation treatments without first removing 
the industrial waste. It seems obvious that the formation will continue to leach the waste 
products into the groundwater. When SSS was fully operational, there were many blasts 
made at that site and fissures were opened up to allow groundwater to flow carrying the 
heavy metals and other dangerous chemicals and toxins through those fissures with much 
of the ground water entering the Trout Creek Watershed which empties into the Red Cedar 
Basin. 

It may appear on the surface that the recommendations of SSS, SEH, and the Chippewa 
Co. Land Conservation office might serve as a partial solution so the mine can be 
reclaimed. All observations would conclude that it is not. 

Superior Silica Sands has a crude way of pulling the wool over the eyes of authorities as 
evidenced from some of their history with numerous comments, questionable practices, 
and promises to the public that all would be safe. I attended many of their meetings and 
witnessed their comments and practices which were not appropriate environmentally nor 
health wise. In the long haul, the plan is one that is attempting to get around what they 
must morally do for the safety and health of surrounding areas and all of life occupying the 
area. If the county does not make SSS remove the industrial sludge or waste products from 
those “mud ponds,” I am afraid there will be disastrous impacts in the future.  

 DO NOT ACCEPT THE PLAN AS OFFERED!!!!  

Attached is a copy of the letter from the DNR in case you do not have it or have not read it. It 
is clear about the issues revolving around industrial sludge or industrial waste and the laws 
that apply in the state of Wisconsin. Since Tony Evers has announced even more recently 
his plans for clean water in this state, it is critical that Land Conservation Districts and 
Engineers follow the recommendations and the laws to keep our water safe in Wisconsin 
for all!!!!!! 
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